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The Holy Eucharist, a Pledge of Life. 


I know a magic word that never fails to open the doors of 
God’s mercy. I know a mighty river, that ever carries those who 
sail thereon into the borders of the promised land. I knowa 
spreading palm-tree, whose cooling shade protects the weary 
exile from the scorching heat of the noon-day sun. I knowa 
murmuring fountain, whose perennial waters cool the parched 
tongue of the dust-begrimed wanderer in the desert. I knowa 
shining star, that guides its votaries to the wished-for goal, as the 
pillar of cloud the Israelites of old through the sand-seas of 
Arabia. I know a heavenly dew, that infuses new and unabating 
life into the failing limbs of the struggling pilgrim. I know a 
living tree, whose wood sweetens the bitter waters of this valley 
of tears, and reminds its devotees of the heavenly Palestine. I 
know an unfailing sacrifice, whose clouds of incense ever soar 
aloft and spend themselves before the throne of the Most High. 
And this magic word, this mighty river, this spreading palm-tree, 
this murmuring fountain, this shining star, this heavenly dew, this 
living tree, this unfailing sacrifice—it is the Holy Eucharist. 

The Holy Eucharist! Seek, he who will, a more sure pledge 
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against death—I know none. ‘‘Heaven and earth shall pass 
away,’’ said He Who spoke as never man spoke, “‘Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but My words shall never pass away.”’ 
None of His words will pass away, and least of all the following : 
‘‘My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. He that 
eateth this bread shall live forever.’’ With this word that never 
passes, enshrined within my heart, mine eyes shall look defiance 
even upon Death himself. Thy power is broken, O Death! The 
Holy Eucharist has vanquished thee! ‘‘O Death, where is thy 
victory? O Death, where is thy sting?’’ 





Advantages of a Wortby Communion. 


From Holy Scripture. 


WORTHY communion purifies and ennobles the soul, and 
H renders it capable of performing good works. ‘‘As the 


branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abide in the 

vine; so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. He 
that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same beareth much fruit”’ 
(John xv. 4, 5). 

It unites man with God, and thereby makes him, as it were, 
divine, godly. ‘‘He that eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood 
abideth in Me, and I in him’”’ (John vi. 57). 

It fortifies us against the enemy of our salvation. ‘“‘Thou 
hast prepared a table before me against them that afflict me’’ 
(Psalm xxii. 5). 

It imparts heavenly sweetness and joy. ‘““Taste and see that 
the Lord is sweet’’ (Psalm xxxiii. 9). 

It assures us of eternal life, and leads our bodies towards 
future resurrection and glorification. ‘‘He that eateth My flesh 
and drinketh My blood hath everlasting life; and I will raise him 
up in the last day’’ (John vi. 55). 

Selections from the Fatbers. 

A worthy communion purifies and ennobles the soul, and 
renders it capable of performing good works. ‘I must receive 
the blood of the Lord daily in order that I may receive forgive- 
ness for my daily sins; for if I sin daily, I must have daily reme- 
dies for sin’’ (St. Ambrose). 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 133 


‘‘The blood of Christ causes a divine blood to flow in our 
veins gives beauty and nobleness to the soul, and by nourishing 
it, prevents exhaustion. This blood is salvation itself to the 
soul, which it purifies, beautifies, inflames, and makes brighter 
than fire. As he who thrusts his hand or his tongue into molten 
gold draws it out all gilded, so the soul which bathes in this 
blood becomes as bright and beautiful as gold’ (St. Chrysostom). 

/t unites the creature to the Creator, and tn a certain 
sense makes him godlike. ‘‘Thou, O Lord, desirest to change 
us into Thyself; Thou wilt incorporate us into Thyself, laying 
Thy heart on our heart, and fill it with Thy love, so that we may 
have but one soul with Thee and one life with Thine’’ (St. Bona- 
venture). 

‘‘O man, consider the honor that thou sharest when ap- 
proaching the table of the Lord! We here below taste what the 
angels above only see with trembling; we unite ourselves to Him, 
become with Him one flesh and one body’’ (St. Chrysostom). 

It fortifies us against the enemies of our salvation. ‘‘When 
Jesus Christ takes possession of us, He mitigates the hard law in 
our members, smothers the heat of our passions, and heals our 
wounds. If you are swollen with the poison of pride, receive 
this Sacrament, and this humble bread will make you humble. If 
you are overpowered with avarice, taste the bread of heaven, 
and this generous bread will make you generous. If you are 
choking with the poisonous atmosphere of envy, take this angelic 
bread, and this kindly bread will make you feel kindly. If you 
are immoderate in eating and drinking, taste this flesh and blood 
of Jesus Christ, and this flesh, which underwent such self-denial, 
which fasted forty days and forty nights, and before its separation 
from the soul, had no other refreshment than vinegar and gall, 
will make you temperate. If folly has overcome you, made you 
tepid, so that you do not meditate on eternal truths, nor even 
pray orally, strengthen yourself with the body of Christ, and you 
will be filled with fervor. Lastly, if you are prone to the sin of 
impurity, receive this Sacrament, and the chaste flesh of Jesus 
Christ will make you pure and chaste’”’ (St. Cyril). 

It imparts heavenly joy and sweetness. ‘‘There is no tongue 
capable of properly declaring the pleasantness of this Sacrament. 
And the reason of this is, that in It we taste sweetness in its very 
fountain’ (St. Thomas Aquinas). 

It secures to us eternal life, and draws our bodies towards 
future resurrection and glorification. ‘‘Those who receive 
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this food and this drink become immortal and incorruptible’’ 
(St. Augustine). 

“It is altogether impossible that this divine Word, which by 
Its very nature is life itself, should not overcome corruption, and 
one day triumph over the death of this flesh of ours. Death en- 
tered into the possession of our body only, for it was into that, 
that sin entered. Nevertheless, the body must rise again, for 
Jesus entered into it. Just as we place a spark amid a heap of 
straw in order to kindle a fire, so does Jesus Christ impart His 
sacred flesh to ours, and incorporate it with ours, in order to furnish 
us with a principle of immortality, which neutralizes corruption’’ 


(St. Cyril). 





The Best Method of Assisting at boly Mass. 


Lively Faith in Jesus Christ. 


HE question, how shall I assist at holy Mass? is one of 
very great importance, and especially for those, that 
assist at the holy Sacrifice of the Mass daily. Although 
proper instruction in this matter is of great importance, 

it is just as necessary that it be easily comprehended by the 

faithful. In order to assist at holy Mass with the greatest possible 
profit it is necessary only to observe two things. 

First, one should assist.at the holy Sacrifice with the same 
dispositions as. if one were present on Mt. Calvary and saw 
our dying Savior on the cross, actually accomplishing the re- 
demption of the world. Every one should be present at holy 
Mass with the same dispositions as if he heard from the lips of 
his loving Savior the words: ‘‘Father forgive them for they know 





not what they do!’’—‘*My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?’’—“‘It is consumated !’’—‘‘Father, into Thy hands I com- 
mend My spirit!’’ He should assist with the same dispositions 


as if he saw the Son of God hanging on the cross bowing His 
head in great pain and ignominy, as if he saw Jesus really suffer- 
ing again all that He once suffered from the high priests, the 
scribes, the heathens, the soldiers, the judges, and the execution- 
ers, as though at each new suffering he heard from the lips of his 
crucified Redeemer: ‘“‘It has cost Me all this to redeem you !— 
It has cost Me all this to wrest from death, sin and hell their 
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power !—It has cost Me all this to obtain grace, life, immortality, 
beatitude for you !—At such a price have I purchased you!”’ 

Thus we should assist at holy Mass with the same dispositions 
as tf Christ were really sacrificing Himself to His Heavenly 
Father for the salvation of the world. The remembrance of 
the sacrifice of the cross, the vivid commemoration of the work 
of redemption which has been accomplished, is the first thing 
required to assist at holy Mass profitably. The more lively our 
faith is in Jesus Christ, the more easily and readily will we re- 
member His sacrifice on the cross. 

If with our whole soul we believe and are fully convinced 
that, by the words: ‘‘Do this for acommemoration of Me,’’ Jesus 
Christ has instituted an everlasting memorial of His passion and 
death, it will be easy for us to enter the church and assist at Mass 
with the same dispositions, as if Jesus Christ really were accom- 
plishing the redemption of mankind before our very eyes. The 
lively faith in Jesus Christ ts, therefore, the first requirement 
to assist at holy Mass with profit. 


To Offer One’s Self with Fesus Christ tothe Heavenly Fatber. 


Secondly, every one assisting at the holy Sacrifice, should 
offer himself entirely, all that he is, all that he has, and all that 
he can do, all his thoughts and desires to the Heavenly Father, 
as Jesus Christ offered Himself for us on the cross. This 
offering of self, this perfect resignation of himself to the will of 
God, the best, the wisest, the most powerful of fathers, is the 
principal thing to be done in holy Mass. Without this offering 
even the sacrifice of Jesus cannot effect our salvation. Christ 
died for all: that they also, who live, may not now live to them- 
selves, but unto Him Who died for them and rose again’’ (2 Cor. 
v. 15). We must live no longer for ourselves, for our passions; 
no longer for sin, but for Jesus Christ our God. 

The resolution to sin no more, and to live no more for our- 
selves but for God, this earnest, steadfast resolution is, indeed, 
that sacrifice of self which is necessary: ‘‘Father, Thy will shall 
also be my will. Lord, Thy law is my delight.—The sentiments 
of Jesus Christ shall be my sentiments. He sought Thy glory 
not His own. I will not seek my own glory but Thine.—He was 
obedient to Thee unto death. I will be obedient to Thee in life 
and in death.—He sacrificed His life to accomplish Thy will. 
Thy will likewise shall be my good pleasure.—He was patient, 
meek, and loving in His sufferings. I shall accept good and evil 
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alike from Thy hand.—His conversation and silence, His thoughts 
and desires were entirely according to Thy will. My tongue, my 
mind, and my heart shall be Thine entirely.—-He sought nothing 
but to please Thee, and Thy will was always His gaod pleasure. 
To do Thy will shall be my delight.’’ 

Now if every one who assists at Mass thus offers himself and 
resolves to abstain from his besetting sins, and if every one is 
ready and disposed to do all the good that his circumstances allow 
him to do, and courageously to resist all the evil that can tempt 
him: truly, he will return home from the holy Sacrifice every 
time calmer, more peaceful, more pious, wiser, and holier than 
before. 

But this sacrifice of self is only possible to those souls in 
whom reign the desire for heaven, the confidence in Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God. He who does not know how to appreciate 
the eternal happiness, which Jesus Christ has merited for us by 
His death, who does not value it more than pleasure, riches, and 
honors, he who does not place all his confidence in Jesus Christ, 
he to whom God, the divine will of God, God’s fatherly love, is 
not more precious and dear, than all the pleasures of sense and 
all sin, such a one, I say, cannot renounce himself entirely, or 
what is identically the same, offer himself as a voluntary sacrifice 
to the Most High according to His holy will. Accordingly as 
without this oblation of self there is no possibility of true virtue, 
so also is this self oblation impossible without the prevailing, all- 
encompassing love of God and of Jesus Christ. If Christ had not 
loved us more than His life, He could not have sacrificed Himself 
for us. Thus also if we do not love Christ more than transitory 
things, we will not leave these transitory things in order to be- 
long to Christ. ‘Whoever loves God and Christ above all things 
sacrifices himself entirely for the one object of his love, God and 
Christ. 

Therefore the strong faith in Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God above all things, the lively remembrance of the Sacri- 
Jice of Christ on the cross, and the earnest striving to sacrifice 
one’s self according to the will of God as Christ sacrificed 
Himself, in other words, faith, love, a remembrance of the passion 
of Christ, and oblation of self, thzs zs the best way, to assist at 
holy Mass with profit.—Whosoever assists at Mass in this man- 
ner shall without doubt, have the greatest share in the passion 
and death of the Lord. 
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The Holy Eucharist, the Great Gift of God. 


Without the Holy Eucharist, the earth would be empty, the 
temple of God desolate, the soul cold, the heart isolated. 

Oh, God! upon this earth where I weep in this vale of tears, 
where I sigh upon this Mount of Olives, where I drink the heavy 
and bitter chalice of my life,—I could not remain alone, alone 
with people, who, careless and indifferent, pay no attention to 
my suffering; I have need of Thee! 

Were the Savior not present in His adorable Sacrament, 
where would we find Him? In His holy Scriptures, but in these 
He speaks from afar. The past will not satisfy thee. Shall we 
cry with Magdalene, ‘‘Where have they laid Him?’’ Our con- 
templation of how He is in heaven, would but give us hope; thou 
canst not live upon meditation and hope alone. For that reason 
Jesus Christ has instituted the wonder of love, the holy Eucharist. 

When He gives Himself to thee in this Sacrament, so dost 
thou possess Him, as holy Simeon did when he held Him asa 
child in his arms; as Magdalene did when she touched His feet 
with her lips; as St. John did when he reposed on His heart. 
He is truly present; He has unweariedly followed thee from the 
Incarnation to Calvary; from Calvary to the tabernacle; from 
the tabernacle to the hands of the priest; from the hands of the 
priest to thy heart. 

Thou receivest Him, but how dost thou receive Him? Thou 
shouldst receive Him with faith, because thou believest Him to 
be there present even as He was present in the crib, as the wise 
men saw Him and adored. Thou shouldst believe as St. Peter 
did when he cried out, ‘‘Thou art Christ, the Son of the living 
God.’’ Thou shouldst approach Him with a living faith, with a 
deep sense of thy unworthiness....but also with confidence with 
an unbroken trust, without limit and without reservation. ‘‘The 
measure of confidence consists in having no measure,’’ says St. 
Francis de Sales. But before all come with love. Jesus desires 
to be loved. St. Bernard, during a vision in which he saw the 
child Jesus, cried, “‘Jesus! Jesus! King David prophesied that 
Thou wert great but I say that Thou art small and exceedingly 
loveable.”’ ‘“Parvulus Dominus et amabilis nimis.’’ Yes, He wills 
to be loved; bring thy love to Him. Thou hast squandered the 
powers of thy soul, perverted the safeguards of thy heart, but thy 
Savior is ready to receive this wreck of wanton humanity. Come 
and learn to love! 
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holy Communion 1s Also of Great Hdvantage 
to the Body. 





LTHOUGH the Blessed Sacrament is destined as food and 
medicine for the soul, the body is not altogether shut 
out from the same blessings. It is as with a vessel whose 
contents overflows; not only is it full, but its exterior is 

also moistened. /x the same manner the Blessed Sacrament 

fills the soul to overflowing with graces and heavenly gifts so 
that the body also ts motstened and annotnted with them. Con- 
cerning this St. Cyprian writes, ‘“This supernatural Bread in- 
fluences the life and health of the whole man.’’ It is true that 
the salutary effect of holy communion upon the body does not 
belong to the essential operation of grace; it is to be looked upon 
more as the accidental effect which cannot always be expected. 





A Certain Wobility. 


The first advantage which comes /o the body from the re- 
ception of holy communion is a certain nobility. This is easily 
understood if we consider how, through this most Blessed Sacra- 
ment the natural passions, the animal inclinations, the impure 
desires are curbed and stifled. Does not the body thereby become 
ennobled in a most excellent manner? Through the suppression 
of these base desires the body is delivered from the ignominy 
which likens man to the unclean animals. It is holy communion 
that makes our body more spiritual and capable of the noblest 
acts of virtue. 


True Devotion Exalts and Glorifies the Body. 


The very effect of holy communion is to nourish the spirit of 
devotion, of piety, and of prayer, which are so powerful in up- 
lifting the body out of the slime of worldliness and sensuality. 
For as prayer and devotion uplifts the soul, ennobles and spirit- 
ualizes it, so also does the soul permeated with devotion uplift, 
ennoble, and spiritualize the body. Indeed so closely is the soul 
united with the body that we can truly say, the soul itself is 
imprinted upon the body, so that whatever moves or excites the 
former, only too surely impresses itself upon the latter. Have 
you never observed how joy and sorrow which come to the soul, 
are immediately imprinted upon the countenance, and even find 
a response in the whole body? If joy and sorrow and other 
emotions are so strongly impressed upon the body, why should 
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not the nobler feelings of devotion also have their influence upon 
it and leave a celestial imprint? And in truth experience teaches 
that true devotion influences the body in a spiritual manner, 
imparts to the eyes a purer light, brings a blush of innocence to 
the cheeks, and ennobles all the features of the countenance. 

This was the adornment which glorified St. Agnes, the jewels 
which she received from her divine Bridegroom in the partaking 
of His flesh and blood. Of this adornment she speaks when she 
says, ‘‘Honey and milk have I received out of His mouth and 
His blood has adorned my cheeks!’’ Thus was exemplified in 
her the statement of Origen that by means of this nourishment 
the whole man is deified. This exaltation certainly is fitting to 
the body which has been deemed, in a measure, worthy to serve 
so often as a receptacle for the most holy body of Christ. But 
the highest degree of honor and dignity which the body receives 
through the most Blessed Sacrament will be imparted in the next 
world, where in its immortality it will surpass in brightness and 
splendor anything that we can comprehend. 


The Body Strengthened tbrougb holy Communion. 


Another benefit which the body frequently receives from 
holy communion is a certain well-being, an increase of strength 
and even improvement in health. This is easily understood when 
we consider how intimate the bond of union is between the soul 
and the body, and consequently how great the influence of the 
soul over the body. We know that the peace, the joy and con- 
solation, the new life and happiness which the soul receives in 
holy communion is, in some manner, transferred to the body 
which is thereby supported and rejuvenated. Then should not 
the soul when filled and strengthened with this heavenly food, 
at least sometimes, give to the body comfort and strength. 

Without going back to those especially favored persons who 
were strengthened in their great labors only by this heavenly 
Bread, as St. Catherine of Sienna who lived for many weeks with 
no other nourishment, or Blessed Nicholas of the Flue who lived 
for over twenty years only by his holy communions;—simply ask 
a priest of some wide spread parish, or inquire of a pious mis- 
sionary; they can give you many edifying examples how people 
come for miles and miles, fasting, walking or driving for hours 
cheerfully and happily in order to receive holy communion. Ina 
certain parish there were a number of young ladies living far dis- 
tant from the church, who, summer and winter every Sunday and 
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Holyday, started at early dawn for the church to receive the Bless- 
ed Sacrament, remaining for instructions in the afternoon, then 
began their two hours walk homeward. Aside from holy commun- 
ion they partook of nothing but a piece of bread, and returned 
home as full of vigor as though their bodies had received the best 
refreshment. Can we not assume that they were in-debted to 
holy communion for their freshness and strength of body amidst 
such privations ane -xertions ? And truly, if holy communion has 
done such wonderful things for many saints who remained in full 
strength for days and weeks and years without other nourishment, 
others prostrated in sickness, suddenly receiving through It health 
and strength, why should not the same Sacrament have for many 
a one, though in a lesser degree, a similar health giving influence. 

But we must not think that such influences are to be traced 
solely to the effects of devotion toward the Blessed Sacrament; 
but let us rather believe, ¢hat the most blessed and glorious 
body of Christ, full of divine strength and immortal life, 
Who takes up His dwelling in our bodies also directly per- 
meates tt with the most salutary infiuence of His own perfect 
humanity. He wishes to recompense the body for the shelter 
given Him even for a short time. If the Ark of the Covenant 
remaining for a time in the house of Obededom enriched it with 
so many blessings, why should not the Blessed Sacrament in far 
greater measure, leave in the body which had been the dwelling 
place of the Lord, much richer blessings? 

Who would know better than holy Church, what graces and 
gifts we are to expect through holy communion? She teaches 
us to pray in the Mass of the eleventh Sunday after Pentecost : 
“By the reception of Thy Sacrament, we beseech Thee, O Lord, 
may we feel a support to mind and body; that, saved in both 
we may glory in the fullness of the heavenly remedy.” 

Prayers of like intent often occur throughout the year in the 
Post Communion. And further holy Church has ordered that in 
every Mass immediately before holy communion the priest should 
pray that the reception of the body of Christ should be for him 
a protection for soul and body. And should not the holy com- 
munion which implants in our bodies the germ of future resurrec- 
tion and glorification, even in this life bestow upon it many 
favors and blessings? 

A Most Excellent Medicine. 

Therefore, dear Christians, in bodily weakness and infirmity 

have recourse to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and you will 
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experience the fact that holy communion is also for the body an 
excellent medicine. With this divine remedy St. Agatha seems 
to have been familiar, when she cried out while bleeding from the 
cruel wounds, “‘My body has never needed an earthly medicine; 
I have my Lord Jesus Christ Who with a mere word wholly 
restores me.’’ Neither has this heavenly medicine lost Its efficacy 
even in our times. 

In proof of this let us mention an undeniable miracle which 
took place in Paris, in the year 1725. There was a poor woman 
who was afflicted the same way as was the woman of the gospel. 
She approached the Archbishop carrying the Blessed Sacrament 
in the solemn procession on the feast of Corpus Christi, and full 
of confidence, touched the hem of his robe, thinking within her- 
self, as did the woman of the gospel, ‘‘If I only touch the hem of 
his garment I shall be cured!’’ Nor was her confidence to be 
confounded. Scarcely had she touched the robe, when she felt a 
power from the Blessed Sacrament invigorating her person, so 
that with ease she could follow the procession till the end, where- 
upon her cure was complete. 

In Metz there lived, not so many years ago, a very pious 
maiden, who, in spite of all appliances and most careful medical 
treatment, was not able to walk. She begged her friends to carry 
her to the church to visit the Blessed Sacrament. Although she 
was unable to stand upon her feet, she wished her shoes put on, 
as she had full confidence that the dear Savior would send her 
home healed. And so it happened. The girl, seated in a chair, 
had been praying only a little while when she suddenly perceived 
an unaccustomed strength in her infirm members and they be- 
came straight and sound. She was cured, could thank the Lord 
upon her knees, and to the indescribable joy of her relatives, 
walked home. 

tbealed at the Communion Rail. 

The wife of a pious business man in Rome was taken ill of 
an incurable malady. They were much troubled and finally re- 
solved to make a pilgrimage to St. Anthony at Padua, there to 
seek help from above, since all earthly means had failed. Tobe 
more worthy of the hoped-for grace they approached the Sacra- 
ments, receiving the Body of their Lord kneeling side by side. 
Scarcely had the sick woman received the Sacred Host when she 
suddenly uttered a peculiar cry. Was it an expression of joy or 
pain, acry of happiness ora sob? At the first instant she felt a 
great pain which ran through her whole body, and then a sensa- 
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tion of well-being which prevaded all her members. Her husband 
who had heard the cry, asked what had happened, and she repli- 
ed that a miracle had been worked in her and she was now 


perfectly well. 
Wibat Then for the Soul? 


When such things are wrought on the body through the 
Blessed Sacrament how great must be the influence of the Holy 
Eucharist in the inmost of our soul! These invisible miracles of 
grace, however, are not so easily perceived still less easily ex- 
plained in writing, as they are far greater and more wonderful. 
There certainly would be much to say about the great graces and 
benefits lowing from this most holy Sacrament,—the consolation 
which flows from It into our heart, the requests that are granted, 
the blessings which are extended to our work and business, and 
the protection over homes and families, where some of their 
members often receive the Blessed Sacrament. 

We will close with the words from the Imitation of Christ : 
‘*For this most high and most excellent Sacrament is the health 
of soul and body, the remedy of all spiritual diseases, by which 
my vices are cured, my passions are restrained, temptations are 
overcome or lessened, a greater grace is infused, virtue receives 
an increase, faith is confirmed, hope strengthened, and charity 
inflamed and extended. For Thou hast bestowed and still often- 
times dost bestow many good things in this Sacrament on Thy 
beloved who receive Thee devoutly.”’ 





Words of Consolation. 

If Jesus Christ permits Himself to be received by those who 
do not love Him, if He even permits Himself to be carried to 
persons in mortal sin who during their lives seldom visited Him, 
and remain unmoved even at the most striking proofs of His 
love, and to persons who perhaps have offered Him the greatest 
outrages and insults; what will He not do for His faithful servants 
who truly love Him, who often visit Him, who receive Him 
frequently and worthily, and who are deeply moved at the sight 
of their beloved Master so basely offended, who make solemn 
reparation to Him, and who do all in their power to repair the 
outrages and to honor Him in this Mystery of Love. 
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The Rag-picker’s Death Bed. 





city of Paris a rag-picker lay dying. He had called 

for the priest and had made his confession. The next 

morning at 8 o’clock he was to receive the holy Viaticum. 
As the priest wended his steps homeward he was thinking, that 
it would be very unbecoming to take the Blessed Sacrament into 
that miserable hovel, before some charitable person had cleaned 
and arranged the room. Dirty, filthy rags lay in heaps in the 
narrow, damp room, the bed was but a pile of rags, foul-smelling 
hides and rottening bones were scattered around, and dirty rags 
hung in tatters upon the walls and over the windows.—On his 
way home, the priest passed by the house of a wealthy lady, 
where occasionally he had asked an alms for his poor. He en- 
tered and described to the mistress what he had just seen. 

This lady bore the name of one of the most prominent and 
aristocratic families in France, was highly respected and popular 
in society, and to some extent, a child of luxury and wealth. 
Nevertheless, in her inmost heart she had preserved her faith. 
Astonished at the description, she exclaimed with her usual 
vivacity, “‘But our dear Lord cannot enter into such an abode!”’ 

‘That is what I was thinking too, noble lady,’’ replied the 
priest, ‘‘and for this purpose I came, respectfully to ask if you 
could procure some one to cleanse the room and set it in order by 
tomorrow morning.”’ 

‘‘Most willingly Reverend Father. I myself will go and see 
that all is properly prepared,’’ replied the lady. Shall I take my 
chamber-maid with me?’’ ‘“‘O yes, for I think you will find work 
enough for two.’’ ‘But no,’’ she replied, ‘‘my chamber-maid 
would rob me ofa part of my merit; I will take my seven year old 
son with me instead; he loves to visit the poor, and it will be 
beneficial for him to become acquainted with their misery; this 
will be very salutary and will bring honor and blessings upon 
him.’”’ 

Early the next morning, the priest arrived at the hour fixed 
upon, bringing with him the Blessed Sacrament. He scarcely 
recognized the rag-picker’s room for it had been transformed 
into a little chapel. Snow white curtains hung at the windows 
a clean and neatly arranged bed was in one part of the room, 
and beside it a table covered with a fine, richly embroidered 
white cloth upon which was a silver crucifix, burning wax 


| N a wretched room in one of the poorest quarters of the great 
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candles, fragrant flowers and holy water; an elegant prie-dieu, 
a fine cut glass filled with water and beside it a silver spoon, five 
pieces of snow white cotton, a vessel containing salt and another 
with the prescribed bread were provided—nothing had been for- 
gotten. The face of the poor old rag-picker beamed with joy in 
the midst of so much splendor which he had never seen before, 
and he himself had become a different person. His stubble face 
had been smoothly shaved, and his disheveled hair cut and 
combed. 

The noble lady was taken by surprise in her work of charity, 
and without hat or veil, still wearing the apron which she had 
used to protect her silken gown, she knelt with her little son at 
the bedside of the sick man as the priest entered the room. When 
they had silently adored the Blessed Sacrament and the priest 
had said the prescribed prayers, she slowly and solemnly recited 
the confiteor. Before the priest administered holy communion, 
he wished to give the sick man a short instruction concerning the 
reception of this Sacrament. 

“‘T already know all,’’ said the old man joyfully, ‘“‘this good, 
noble lady has told me everything, and she and her child have 
said the prayers before communion with me. Oh, I am so hap- 
py!’’ Deeply moved and with great devotion he received the 
holy Viaticum.— Poor, but nevertheless rich man! Have you not 
reason to thank God from the bottom of your heart for His love 
and fatherly solicitude for you! 

After receiving the last rites of the Church, and when the 
prayers of thanksgiving had been ended, the noble lady seized 
the emaciated hands of the old man and placing one upon her 
own head and the other upon that of her son, she said in accents 
of deepest emotion, ‘‘My good man, you are now a friend of the 
good God. You have received Him into your heart, I beg of you 
to give us your blessing. It will surely bring grace and happiness 
to us.’’ 

*‘O noble lady,’’ answered the old man abashed and con- 
fused, ‘‘what do you ask of me? I am only a poor rag-picker, I 
have nothing I can give you,—but I pray God to bless you. Yes, 
God will bless you, for you are really an angel. Only God’s 
angels can be as good and kind as you have been. May God 
bless you,—you and your dear son and your entire family.’’ 

As he thus spoke, big tears rolled down his cheeks, and the 
priest who was still present, was so touched that he could not 
refrain from weeping. But God and His holy angels were pleased 
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with this heavenly spectacle. Such deeds could be performed 
only by one who possessed true, genuine, practical charity, found- 
ed upon a living faith in Jesus in the Blessed-Sacrament and a 
tender love for Him. 





Bernard, the Pious Margrave of Baden. 


Bernard, the pious Margrave of Baden, was a brave soldier, 
a prince most solicitous for the welfare of his subjects, but at the 
same time a man of fervent piety and innocence of life. He 
spent his early years at the court of the king of Anjou and of 
Charles VII. Here many dangers threatened the noble youth ; 
nevertheless he preserved the purity of his body and soul, for he 
approached the holy table several times a month, and continued 
this pious custom for the rest of his life. Daily he assisted at 
the holy Sacrifice. At his devotions he knelt motionless before 
the altar. His posture was so full of reverence and about him 
was an air of so deep recollection, that it was a silent sermon 
and exhortation to all who beheld him. A peculiar radiance was 
visible upon his countenance when he had finished his devotions, 
just as many a precious stone retains the light when for some time 
it had been exposed to the rays of the sun.— His father, 
Margrave James I., remodeled and enlarged the parish church 
of Baden, and caused twenty-two priests to reside there, who 
day and night publicly performed the divine offices and were 
charged with the spiritual welfare of the people. 

In the year 1455, Bernard, who at that time was but twenty- 
eight years of age, resigned the government of his domain in 
favor of his brother, in order to remove all obstacles to a perfect 
life, as also to be better able to labor for the cause of the Church. 
But whence this self-renunciation, this spirit of sacrifice? Whence 
his kindness and condescension, his love for the poor and op- 
pressed ?—Bernard had learned it in the school of the most 
mild, the most kind, the most merciful heart of Jesus, present on 
the altar. He Himself has said, that he who would become 
warm must approach the fire.—Do thou likewise, dear reader. 
That the love of God and of thy neighbor may not be extinguished 
in thy heart, often approach the holy altar. There you will find 
the burning furnace, which is ever ready to enkindle the ardor 
of divine love in all who approach it. 
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The Ligbtning and the Huntsmen. 





The Church, as a good and considerate mother, does not 
disapprove of our taking salutary rest and moderate recreation 
on Sundays and holydays; but it must never be at the expense 
of offices of obligation. St. Antoninus, Archbishop of Florence, 
relates the following story on that subject : Two young men had 
made arrangements to go hunting on a festival day; only one of 
them had taken care to hear holy Mass before setting out. They 
were scarcely an hour out, when all of a sudden the sky grew 
dark, a fearful storm came on, accompanied with such terrific 
thunder and lightning, that it seemed as though it were the end 
of the world. What frightened them most was, that amid that 
tremendous noise, they heard at intervals a voice of thunder 
crying, ‘Strike! strike !’’ 

Meanwhile, the air becoming somewhat clearer, they began 
to recover from their fright and pursued their way. Suddenly 
another flash of lightning put the whole sky ablaze, the thunder 
pealed again with great fury, and at the same instant, the one of 
the two huntsmen, who had not heard Mass that morning, was 
killed. The other, terror-stricken and quite beside himself, knew 
not whether to go on or turn back; whilst he was in this trouble 
and uncertainty, he heard again the same voice crying, ‘‘Strike, 
strike the other too!’’ He was ready to sink with terror, when 
another voice was heard saying these consoling words: ‘“‘I cannot 
strike this one, because he heard this morning the Verdum Caro 
factum est.’’ By these words, which are the last of the Gospel 
of St. John, read at the end of the Mass, the strange voice meant 
to say that the huntsman had assisted at holy Mass. 





A Soldier’s Punishment for Desecrating 
the Blessed Sacrament. 


The year 1793 belonged to that epoch in the first French 
Republic, during which every conceivable crime and infamy were 
the order of the day. Blasphemy, destruction of religion, shame- 
ful and cruel persecutions of the Catholic Church were in those 
days considered deeds of heroism. During this terrible time, a 
French regiment passed through a small village of Italy. A troop 
of soldiers seeking shelter from a violent storm rushed into the 
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church. In the estimation of these ruffians, the house of God 
was nothing more than any profane place. They shook off the 


dripping mud, threw down their baggage and weapons, then one 
after another stretched himself out on the floor. “‘Bring some 
wine! Let’s make ourselves comfortable !’’ In the meantime they 
give vent to their diabolic hatred of the sacred images in language 
disgraceful and obscene. A few of them are already dragging 
some large jars hither. ‘Bring the goblets!’’ roars out a beard- 
ed scoundrel, as he violently grabs a jar. A second trip is too 
much for him. A brazen villian leaps upon the altar and amidst 
terrible curses pounds open the tabernacle door with his gun, 
seizes the ciborium, scatters the Sacred Hosts upon the floor and 
triumphantly returns with his prize to his comrades. 

However, God does not always permit Himself to be scoffed 
at. Asin olden times the hand-writing on the wall dictated the 
wrath of God to the arrogant and drunken Balthassar, so also 
does God’s avenging hand strike this malefactor. Scarcely has 
he dipped the sacred vessel into the wine-jar, when he drops dead. 
The Heavenly Father has punished the outrage that was commit- 
ted against His only begotten Son. And as an undeniable proof 
that it is He Himself Who protects the honor of His temple and 
of His possessions, He presses with His almighty hand, the dese- 
crated ciborium so firmly into the clinched fist of the dead body 
that no one is able to wrest it from him. Only the unfortunate 
village priest who was summoned, is able to take it from the 
criminal’s hand without difficulty. 

Sudden chastisements of this kind, happen but seldom as a 
rule, and when they do occur, they are evena sign of divine 
mercy, depriving the sinner of time and opportunity to commit 
still greater outrages, and also making others realize their wrong. 
Among 1,000 cases the Heavenly Father may permit it 999 times 
that the meek Lamb of God be defenselessly abused and outraged 
as on Calvary, for in the Sacred Host our dear Lord is present 
with that same unfathomable humility, love and patience as on 
the holy cross. 


We wish a happy and prosperous New Year to all our 
esteemed friends and readers of ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ 
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A Wigbt Well Spent. 

As the seminarians are obliged to perform military services 
in France, a company of forty of these students, who belonged to 
the garrison in Lyons, one day asked permission of their com- 
mandant to spend a night at the theatre. The colonel, a pro- 
nounced free-thinker and enemy to all religion, was gratified by 
this request, since it was the object of the Freemasons, to do 
everything to induce the seminarians to give up their intention of 
embracing the sacerdotal calling; in a word, to stifle their voca- 
tion. He therefore gave a willing consent to the petition. 

As soon as the young men got clear of the barracks, they 
directed their steps to the church of St. Nazarius. What they did 
there, is best told by an extract from a letter which one of them 
wrote to his father the next day. ‘“‘Weallspent the night in the 
church, where there was exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 
We went to confession, and received holy communion at an early 
Mass. How happy were the hours spent in the solemn silence in 
the presence of the King of the heavenly host. How fervent 
were our prayers, and how graciously He spoke to our hearts in 
the still watches of the night, consoling and encouraging us! 
Different, indeed, was the voice of our heavenly Master, inaudible 
though to mortal ears, to the harsh, rough commands of our 
military officers. After this night watch, we went back to the 
barracks with a good heart, resolved to act as valiant defenders 
of our country, and yet more as good soldiers of Christ and of 
the Church, whose sons we are, and whose ministers we hope to 


become.’”’ 


Tomorrow WDou Will Receive the Infant Jesus. 


One of the greatest doctors in the early ages of the Church, 
St. Augustine, exclaims: ‘Tomorrow we will receive the Infant 
Jesus. Tomorrow we will behold the King of kings under the 
appearance of visible bread, as an invisible bread, a heavenly 
repast, a blissful refreshment, a food of eternal life, the pledge 
of our redemption, the sacrifice of salvation, of which we will 
partake with the greatest fervor.’ 

‘*This is the bread which came down from heaven, which will 
be offered to us in the morning by the Virgin, which she pressed 
to her bosom, which she bore in her chaste womb, which she 
brought forth without detriment. Oh, what wonderful works 


? 


has God done for our sake! 
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A Sick Call in Quebec. 





The respect paid to the Blessed Sacrament in the country 
parishes of the Province of Quebec has often been the subject of 
eulogy by Catholic writers. I had heard it described, but never 
witnessed it until recently, during a visit to the Curé of Shawen- 
egan, a village lying at the foot of the Laurentides. 

Monsieur le Curé was reading in his office when two covered 
vehicles, of the description known as buckboarbs, drove up to the 
door. It was asick call. The servant boy, who had seen them 
coming, rang a warning stroke on the church bell, and immediatly 
entered the house, whence he shortly after emerged, bearing a 
flaming lantern and a large hand-bell. The man in the leading 
carriage took the hand-bell, the one in the other received the 
lantern and at once resumed his seat, so as to be ready when 
Monsieur le Curé should emerge from the church bearing his pre- 
cious burden. The boy, who had been joined by one or two 
others, then began to ring the great church bell. Loud and 
solemn its notes fell on the morning air, telling the village Who 
would shortly enter its streets. Suddenly the ringer and those 
near him sank on their knees and bowed low as the Curé, wearing 
his surplice, passed them and quickly entered the second carriage. 
The vehicles then drove off, their occupants bareheaded, and the 
leader ringing the hand-bell incessantly, so that all might know 
of Whom he was the herald. 

Quickly they drove along round the base of the mountain, 
and the people on the roadside and those in the fields fell upon 
their knees to do reverence to the Blessed Sacrament. Those 
whom they met in carriages or carts descended from their seats 
and knelt upon the road; or, if their horses were too restive to 
admit of that, they assumed a kneeling posture in their vehicles. 
This continued all along the route for miles, until the Curé de- 
scended at the door of a lowly cottage, which he entered, and 
placed the precious Guest upon the lips of a brave old colonist, 
who, having seen the storms of nearly eighty winters, was going 
home to enjoy the reward of his Christian life. 

Such is the manner of accompanying the Blessed Sacrament 
to the dying in this part of the Province. If aman has not two 
carriages, his neighbor is always willing to lend him one, and it is 
only in the poorest and most distant mission of a mountain parish 


that it ever happens that the good God ever goes unattended. 
A. 
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Memoirs of Prince Hobenlobe and the Holy Eucharist. 


Quite a sensation had been created recently by the press both 
at home and abroad, on account of the publication of some of 
the memoirs of prince Hohenlohe, third chancellor of the German 
empire. Among other things, they clearly show what great chang- 
es in religious views, this eminent statesman had undergone— 
changes which are instructive and beneficial for many Catholics. 
In the year 1885 the prince writes as follows: 

‘If I had the faith of the crusaders and could feel convinced 
that Christ is present in the monstrance on the altar, I would 
constantly remain in the church on my knees before the Blessed 
Sacrament, and would become a monk of the strictest Order. 
But now-a-days there are no more faithful of that kind. I can 
not bring myself to adoring the ‘Word Incarnate.’ I would be 
willing to become converted. I envy those who possess this faith, 
but can not create it for myself, and the great mystery of exist- 
ence, whence do we come, whither do we go? remains for me an 
unsolved problem.”’ 

From this we see, that the first and most earnest questions 
of life, remain a mystery even to a prince, if he has no faith. 
However, what Hohenlohe writes regarding the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, must it not be a cause for shame to so many who profess 
to be faithful Catholics? Sixteen years later (1901), only half a 
year preceding his death, Hohenlohe has different views. He is 
then more concerned with religion and writes to the same person 
as in the year 1885 :— 

‘‘Now that I have resigned the burden of office, the other 
questions which are agitating humanity approach me, and in 
turning over the pages of the book (he had published a diary), I 
see that I will get information there. During these last days my 
mind has been occupied with the thought of eternity. This is 
something so frightful, that it seems impossible to get rid of it. 
Frightful and incomprehensible! Eternity of time and of space 
is beyond comprehension, it can not even be thought of. Faith 
alone can assist us here...... All that you say in your letter re- 
garding the resurrection is true, but it does not explain to me the 
incomprehensibility of time and space. God is eternal and also 
Christ Who likewise is God. What They do, They do within time 
and space.’’ 

Thus wrote this prince only half a year before his death. 
He received the grace, however, to become fully reconciled to 
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God and the Church before being called away. A man like 
Hohenlohe, rich, esteemed, honored by all the world,—although 
lacking in faith—is, nevertheless, powerfully attracted by the 
beauty and wonders of the holy Eucharist; he remains discon- 
tented, until he believes and in profound humility adores Christ ! 
What a lesson for our modern times ! 





Fatber Paul and Some Wonderful Occurrences. 


Death Was Tmminent. 


then a young man, was traveling in an excursion train 

to Antwerp, where a festival was taking place. Unfor- 

tunately the train ran off the track and several persons 
were killed and wounded. My father received a severe blow in 
the face, which broke the bone of his nose and caused a splinter 
of it to penetrate farther. In 1880 he became seriously ill and 
suffered violent pains in his head. The doctor declared that a 
tumor had formed inside and that there was great danger of pa- 
ralysis of the brain, so that death was imminent. 

“‘My poor father, who was unable to move or take any nourish- 
ment, received the last sacraments. In this great distress my 
mother hastened to the monastery to Father Paul, but was unable 
to see him until 3 o’clock, so great was the crowd which was 
waiting for him. Accordingly, at 3 o’clock, my mother succeeded 
in speaking to Father Paul, who said, ‘Let us pray together for 
his recovery;’ and they prayed for a few minutes. 

“‘At this same time I was in my studio at Ghent. At 3:30, to 
my indescribable astonishment, my door opened and my father 
walked in. His first words were, ‘I feel myself cured, but I am 
dying of hunger. Give me a good cup of coffee and some bread 
and butter.’ 

*“My father was really cured, and the physician declared his 
recovery absolutely inexplicable.’’ 


Cancer of the Tongue. 


A N artist from Ghent writes: ‘In 1842, my father, who was 


A man from Caneghem, who was suffering from a painful 
disease, which affected his tongue, wrote to Father Paul, asking 
that he might be cured. Father Paul replied, ‘‘You can be cured, 
but only on condition that you do not blaspheme any more; you 
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have cancer of the tongue, and it is a punishment for your 
blasphemies.’’ 

For some time the man abstained from blaspheming, and his 
condition improved daily; but having resumed his bad habit, the 
disease increased rapidly and brought on death. 


One Cured, the Otber Wot. 

Two young men, brothers, who were attacked by the same 
disease, went to Father Paul to be cured. 

To the first, Father Paul said, “‘I will cure you on account 
of your great confidence, do conscientiously what I tell you.’’ 
Then he told the other brother to do the same, but did not prom- 
ise to cure him. Both young men returned home, and followed 
the prescriptions of Father Paul, the first brother with great 
confidence, the other with none whatever. The condition of the 
former improved visibly day by day, while that of his sceptical 
brother went from bad to worse. Whereupon the latter returned 
to the monastery and said to Father Paul, ‘“‘My brother and I 
have followed your advice exactly; he is completely cured, and 
I am getting worse right along.’’ ‘‘No wonder, my friend,”’ he re- 
plied, ‘‘the great confidence of your brother, combined with the 
power of the medal of St. Benedict, has wrought this effect, while 
you had no confidence whatever. When you came with your 
brother, you said to yourself, ‘Oh, this simple Father, what more 
can he do than I can myself? It is not here that I will be cured.’ 
Do then just as you like, my friend, I cannot assist you.”’ 


A Wovena in Honor of St. Benedict. 


A mason of Antwerp, while working at a sewer, seriously 
injured his arm and was taken to the hospital. During the nine 
months he remained there, his arm grew so much worse that the 
doctors decided to amputate it. But the mason would not give 
his consent to the operation, for in the meantime he had heard 
of Father Paul and was determined to have recourse to him. 

Father Paul told him that the operation was not necessary, 
and recommended his client to make a novena with great confi- 
dence to St. Benedict, assuring him at the same time, that he 
would be cured. On the last day of the novena, the arm was 


healed. 
The Eigbtb Child Will Live. 


The wife of a boatman at Antwerp complained to Father Paul 
that she had lost her six children immediately after their birth; 
upon which the Father remarked, ‘‘Before your marriage, you 
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strangled your newly born child; and the process took seven 
minutes. The seventh child, to which you will give birth, will die 
also; but you will save the eighth. 





A Precious Little Book. 





Any one who would like to read something of a particularly 
consoling and edifying nature, should not fail to procure a copy 
of our new book, Consoling Revelations. We can not too high- 
ly recommend it. 

The booklet relates so many beautiful instances regarding 
the infinite mercy of God and of our Heavenly Mother towards 
sinners, of the powerful efficacy of a good intention, of the excel- 
lency of prayer, of the frequent-reception of holy communion, of 
the participation in the merits of Christ, of the value of sufferings, 
of the confidence in divine Providence and of the joys of heaven. 

Following are just a few passages taken from the revelations 
regarding the excellency of prayer: 


bumble Prayer. 

Our Lord said to the virgin St. Catherine, ““The holy desire of 
the soul, that is to say, its good will is a continual prayer. And, 
whatsoever man does for the love of God and of his neighbor, 
may be called prayer, since love is accounted as prayer. This 
good will and these pious affections should, however, be directed 
to Me at regular intervals of time, by actual devotion. Know, O 
daughter, that the soul which perseveres in humble and faithful 
prayer, attains to all virtue. Wherefore the duty of prayer is on 
no account to be neglected or omitted because of any difficulties, 
whether they come from the illusions of Satan, or from human 
frailty, or from impure thoughts, or from inordinate carnal mo- 
tions of the flesh. For the devil often strives more during the 
time of prayer than at other times, to worry the soul with various 
images and phantoms, and cunningly tells him who prays, that 
such a prayer avails him nothing, since he ought to have no 
thoughts but of his prayer. The malignant enemy tries to make 
him believe this, that he may become wearied and confused in 
mind, and omit the exercise of prayer, the strongest defence 
against all enemies. 
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“Oh! how useful to the soul and how agreeable in My sight, 
is the prayer man makes with love, in the thought of his own 
vileness and My goodness.’’ 


The Devil Secks to Hinder Prayer. 

St. Bridget having been harassed by temptations in prayer, 
Mary the Mother of God said to her, ‘“‘The devil, like an envious 
spy, tries to keep the faithful from praying. But do thou, O daugh- 
ter, in spite of whatever temptations assail thee in prayer, per- 
sist in thy desire or good will, and in thy holy endeavors, as best 
thou canst; because these will be imputed as effectual prayer; for 
although, thou doest not succeed in getting rid of the base and 
evil thoughts that come into thy mind, yet thy efforts will merit 
thee a reward in heaven; and thus these troubles will profit thee, 
provided thou art displeased with whatever is unbecoming, and 
steadfastly refusest thy consent.’’ 


A Salutary Practice. 

It was revealed by our Lord to St. Gertrude that when any 
one commends himself to the prayers of another, trusting that 
by his merits he will obtain divine grace, the merciful Lord with- 
out doubt, blesses him according to his faith and desire, even if 
the person to whom he had commended himself should neglect 
to pray devoutly for him. 

Actions Offered tbrougb tbe Son. 

One day when St. Gertrude found great difficulty in perform 
ing a certain work, she said to Godthe Father, ‘‘O Lord, I offer 
Thee this work to Thine eternal praise, through Thine only Son, 
in virtue of the Holy Ghost;’’ and she understood at once, that 
as a thing looks green or yellow when seen through a green, ora 
yellow glass, so everything which is offered to the Father through 
the Son, and everything which is humbly asked through the 
Son, is made magnificent beyond all human conception, and be- 
comes most acceptable to God the Father. 

Price of booklet, postpaid to any part of the United States, 
40 cents. 
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AUrcbconfraternity of the Rosary. 





‘The Archconfraternity of the Rosary can well be called the 
queen of indulgenced devotions,’’ says Father Faber. 

Popes Pius IX. and Leo XIII. considered the holy rosary 
as the first among the devotions to our Lady and a most effica- 
cious means of nourishing true piety. About thirty-four popes 


have approved and recommended the confraternity of the holy 
rosary. 
Advantages of the Archconfraternity. 


The members enjoy the special protection of the Mother of 
God and are justly called children of Mary. Mary will support 
them in all dangers of body and soul, but especially in the last 
conflict at the moment of death. The indulgences which can be 


gained by the members of this archconfraternity are almost 
innumerable. 
Some Plenary Wndulgences. 


1. On the day one is enrolled in the confraternity. 

2. On the first Sunday of every month, after receiving the 
sacraments, by visiting a church of the confraternity and attend- 
ing the procession. 

3. On all the feast of the Blessed Virgin, even of the lower 


class. 
4. On the feast of the holy rosary. 


5. Onthose feasts which commemorate the mysteries of the 
holy rosary. 

6. At the hour of death. 

Partial Wndulgences. 

The partial indulgences are very numerous. When pronounc- 
ing the name of Jesus at the conclusion of every Ave Maria, the 
members can gain an indulgence of five years. For devoutly 
carrying the rosary about their person, they can gain daily 100 
years and 4,000 days. 

The partial indulgences are so numerous that it is not easy 
to remember them. It is, however, sufficient if every morning 
we make the intention to gain all the indulgences we can gain, 
and apply them to the poor souls in purgatory. Inorder to gaina 
plenary indulgence it is always necessary to receive holy com- 
munion, to visit the church and pray according to the inten- 
tion of the Holy Father. It has been computed that by the 
devout recitation of the entire psalter, during the course of a 


week, the enormous indulgence of 331,770 days indulgence can 
be gained. 
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Conditions. 

To gain these numerous indulgences, it is necessary that the 
name of the member be entered in the records of the confraternity, 
and the rosary blessed by an authorized priest. 

Our Chaplain, Rev. Father Lucas, O.S.B., has been author- 
ized to enroll members and to bless the rosaries. He also has 
been authorized to attach the indulgences of the Way of the 
Cross, the dying indulgence, and the Papal indulgences to the 
crucifixes. 

In an audience of July 12, 1907, Pope Pius X. granted that 
the Crozier indulgence and the Dominican indulgence could be 
gained at the same time while praying the rosary, but the rosary 
used, must have the Dominican and the Crozier blessing. 

Those of our friends desiring to be enrolled in the Archcon- 
fraternity of the holy rosary, may write to us and send their 
names in full.*) Likewise any one wishing to have one of these 
highly indulgenced rosaries, should send the alms for the rosary 
in advance, as after the blessing rosaries cannot be sold. 

*)The names to be enrolled must be written in full, not for example 
J. Kern, but James Kern. These names will then be entered in the reg- 
ister at the parish church. 





St. Benedict’s Medals. 


In future we will distribute only the St. Benedict’s Jubilee Medals. If 
any of our readers should desire such, we will be pleased to send them. 
As medals can not be sold after they have been blessed, and in order to 
guard against any possible loss of indulgences, we think it advisable that 
those who desire Jubilee Medals send the offering in advance. We will 
have medals blessed every Monday, and after the blessing they will be 
forwarded to those who have requested such. 

It seems the St. Benedict’s Jubilee Medal is also coined here in America. 
However, according to a recent decision from Rome, the blessing of such a 
medal is not valid, as the motherhouse of the Benedictine Order, the Abbey 
of Monte Cassino in Italy, has the only right to coin these medals. We 
procure all our medals directly from Monte Cassino. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the decree of 
Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church has 
not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 





Mntercession for the Poor Souls is Pleasing to God. 


Blessed Bertrand of Garriga was accustomed to offer the 
holy Sacrifice for the conversion of sinners. Another religious 
called Benedict, on the other hand, was wont to offer the holy 
Sacrifice for the souls in purgatory. One day Brother Benedict 
asked Brother Bertrand why he so often says Mass for sinners 
and so seldom for the souls in purgatory. He answered, ‘The 
souls of the faithful departed are certain of salvation, but we 
pilgrims on earth are still surrounded by numberless dangers.’’ 
Hereupon Brother Benedict replied, ‘If you were to see two 
beggars, one in perfect health, and the other a miserable cripple, 
for which of the two would you feel the most compassion?’’ 
‘Certainly for the one who is the most helpless,’’ answered 
Brother Bertrand. ‘‘Very well,’’ said Brother Benedict, that 
certainly is the case with the poor souls, who have no longer a 
tongue with which to make known their misery, no hand to free 
themselves from it, and for this reason are waiting for our as- 
sistance; on the other hand, sinners have hands and a tongue to 
help themselves, if they choose to do so.”’ 

Blessed Bertrand, however, was not yet fully convinced. 
But on the following night he had a vision. A departed soul 
appeared to him in a frightful condition and gave him no peace. 
The next morning he informed Brother Benedict of his experi- 
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ence of the previous night. He then approached the altar and 
with an effusion of tears and great fervor offered the holy Sacri- 
fice for the departed. From that time the offering of the Mass 
for the faithful departed was one of his favorite practices of piety. 





A Poor Soul Appears to a Child. 


HE following narrative is another proof of the necessity 
and efficacy of prayer for the faithful departed. The 
Reverend Philip Schoofs, S.J., who died in 1878, at 
Louvain, Belgium, related a remarkable occurrence 

which happened during the first years of his ministry at Antwerp. 

He had preached at a mission and had just returned to the 

College of our Lady, which at that time was situated on Kaiser- 

strasse, when he was summoned to the parlor. He repaired 

thither immediately and found waiting, two young men witha 
pale, sickly-looking child, nine or ten years of age. ‘‘Reverend 

Father,’’ they said, ‘“‘here is a poor boy whom we have adopted, 

and who by his good behavior has made himself deserving of our 

support. We have provided for his board and education. He 
felt happy as a member of our family and has been in the best of 
health until the last few weeks, when he began to fail as you 


see. 

‘‘And what can be the cause of this change?’’ asked the 
priest. 

‘“‘Every night he is awakened by an apparition,’’ they re- 
plied. ‘‘A man appears to him, whom he sees as distinctly as he 
sees us in the daytime. This keeps him in constant fear and 
agitation. Oh, tell us, Reverend Father, what to do for it.”’ 

‘‘God can help in every necessity, my young friends,’’ said 
Father Schoofs. ‘‘First of all both of you make a good confes- 
sion, receive holy communion worthily, and beg of God to pro- 
tect you from all evil; after that fear nothing.’’ Then turning 
to the boy he said: ‘And you, my child, pray with great devo- 
tion and sleep so soundly that nothing can disturb you.’’ He 
then dismissed them with the remark to come back, in case 
something should happen again. Scarcely a fortnight later the 
young men returned. 

‘“‘We have obeyed your orders, Reverend Father,’’ said 
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they, ‘‘but the apparitions do not cease. The child sees the 
visions the same as before.’’ 

‘This evening take paper and ink and both of you remain at 
the child’s room,’’ replied the priest. ‘“‘As soon as the man 
re-appears, approach and ask him in the name of God, who he 
is, when he died, where he lived, and why he appears here.’’ 

And behold, the very next day they returned bringing with 
them the paper upon which were written the answers to the 
questions they had been told to ask. The apparition was that 
of an old man, but he showed himself only in bust form. He 
told them his name and where he had dwelt in Antwerp. In 
1696, he had died in that same house where he had lived asa 
banker, and had owned the buildings which even at this time 
were adjoining at the right and left. And here it may be well 
to remark that documents have since been discovered in the 
archives of the city of Antwerp, which prove the truth of these 
statements. 

The deceased added, that he was in purgatory and that no 
one had prayed for the repose of his soul. He most earnestly 
begged that all the inmates of the house might receive the holy 
sacraments for him, and finally he asked that a pilgrimage be 
made to ‘‘Our Lady of Tievres’’ in Louvain and another to “‘Our 
Lady of the Chapel’’ in Brussels. 

“You will do well to perform these good works,’’ said 
Father Schoofs, ‘‘and if the old man appears again, require him 
to pray the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Apostles’ Creed 
before you permit him to say anything else.’’? The young men 
performed the good works which they had been asked to do with 
the greatest possible fervor, and on this occasion some conver- 
sions even took place. When everything had been done the two 
brothers came again to their prudent director. 

“The old man prayed with an indescribable expression of 
faith and devotion. We never heard any one pray as he did. 
With what profound reverence he said the Our Father, with 
what love, the Hail Mary, and with what firmness, the Apostles’ 
Creed! Now we know what it means to pray. He then thanked 
us for our prayers, and said that they had afforded him great 
relief; he would even have been released entirely from his suffer- 
ings had not one of the maid-servants made a sacrilegous con- 
fession. When we mentioned this to the girl, she grew pale, 
acknowledged her guilt, and went immediately to make a good 
confession.’’ 
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‘From that day forward,’’ says Father Schoofs, ‘“‘the house 
in which this occured was never again disturbed. The family 
living in it prospered and in a short time was in comfortable cir- 
cumstances, and today possess a considerable fortune. The two 
brothers continue to lead an exemplary life and their sister 
entered a convent, which she now governs as superior.”’ 

‘“Whatsoever we do for the souls of the faithful departed, is 
transformed at last into merits for ourselves, and after death our 
reward for it will be an hundred fold.’’ (St. Ambrose. ) 





A Mass for the Poor Souls. 





St. Peter Damian was left an orphan at an early age. He 
was received into the home of a brother, who being very parsi- 
monious, treated him with great harshness. The poor boy had 
no shoes, his clothes were torn and more than once he fell asleep 
overcome by hunger and exhaustion. Once he found a piece of 
money. He sought the owner but found no one who claimed the 
coin. Then he began to consider what he should do with it. He 
was sadly in need of shoes and clothing, and the pangs of hunger 
reminded him that food was needful. ‘“‘But no,’’ said the pious 
boy, ‘‘the money shall not be applied to my wants. I will give 
it to the priest, and ask him to say a Mass for the poor souls.”’ 

This work of charity became for him a source of the most 
abundant blessings. Divine Providence provided that just at this 
time another relative took an interest in his welfare and adopted 
him as his own child. He was permitted to apply himself to 
study and finally became a priest, bishopand cardinal. In later 
years the Saint often said, ““‘That holy Mass which I caused to 
be said for the poor souls has become for me a source of the most 


abundant blessings.”’ 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 
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Santa Barbara Liniment 


An Excellent Remedy 


for 


Rheumatism and Neuralgia. 


We are sole proprietors of this excellent remedy, in the 
United States and Canada. This Liniment has during thirty-five 
years been successfully used for Rheumatic pains, Neuralgia, and 
especially for Muscular Rheumatism. 


Muscular Rheumatism. 


By Muscular Rheumatism is understood a painful disorder of 
the muscles, caused by contracting a cold, by change of temper- 
ature or weather, by dampness, draft, etc. This kind of Rheuma- 
tism causes dull or sharp pains, either in the back, neck, loins, 
hips, or in the limbs. 

For the above mentioned ailments Santa Barbara Lini- 
ment can not be surpassed, and as a rule, it effects a speedy and 
permanent cure, if it is used according to directions and at the 
proper time. To our knowledge there is no remedy for this 
kind of Rheumatism that cures so quickly and effectually. 
The application of the liniment must be repeated until the pain 
has entirely disappeared. In very severe cases two bottles are 
necessary to effect a cure. Price per bottle $1.25, sent prepaid 
to any part of the United States. 

(Remark.) When the ailment has developed into gout, in 
which the pains, to a great extent, are in the joints, and which 
frequently causes deformation of the limbs, other remedies must 
be applied. Likewise for Rheumatism of the joints, called 
Inflammatory Rheumatism, and Tuberculosis of the joints or 
bones, our liniment is not effectual. 

Benedictine Sisters, Clyde, Mo. 








